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News Brief 

 President Md. Abdul Hamid yesterday visited Durga Puja mandaps in the Ramakrishna Mission, Dhakeswari Temple and 

Banani and exchanged pleasantries with the devotees. While talking to the members of the Hindu community, the President urged them 

to uphold the spirit of Durga Puja in their personal and social life and also to take forward the heritage and culture with the country’s 

overall advancement. The country is celebrating the festival amid festivity by setting up 31,398 puja mandaps throughout the country, the 

President mentioned adding that Bangladesh is an instance of communal harmony where people of all religions celebrate their festivals in 

a cordial atmosphere.    

 Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina has urged the leaders of the South Asian countries to ensure mutual trust and respect among all 

communities and countries overcoming 'misperceptions and false apprehensions' aiming to strengthen regional cooperation and 

development. The Prime Minister made the call while addressing the closing plenary of the two-day India Economic Summit of the 

World Economic Forum at Hotel Taj Palace in New Delhi yesterday. The Bangladesh Premier in her address placed a four-point proposal 

which also includes securing peace, stability and harmony for every individual across our societies, ensuring that inequality across 

societies could not widen and managing geo-political realities in South Asia through collaboration. The Bangladesh leader said, inspired 

by the visionary ideas of Father of the Nation Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman and driven by his belief in shared prosperity and 

responsibility, Bangladesh continues to champion regional cooperations like BIMSTEC, SAARC, BBIN and BCIM. Turning to 

Rohingya issue, the Premier said, the displaced Rohingyas have emerged as a problem for Bangladesh.  

 Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina urged the Indian businessmen to work with their Bangladeshi counterparts for mutual benefit and 

regional prosperity as she addressed the India-Bangladesh Business Forum at Kamal Mahal Hall of Hotel ICT Maurya in New Delhi 

yesterday. The Premier said, the two countries now enjoy their best ever relations and their joint initiatives could make them alongside 

the entire region more prosperous. The Premier simultaneously urged the Indian businessmen to step up with investment in special 

economic zones for Indian investors at Mongla, Bheramara and Mirersarai and high-tech parks in Bangladesh. The Prime Minister in her 

address urged the Indian government to inform Bangladesh beforehand about any impending decision to ban the export of any product 

like onion so that Bangladesh can import that from alternative markets. Meanwhile, a consignment of around 1,500 metric tonnes of 

onion loaded in 60 trucks under LCs opened before the existing ban started entering Bangladesh yesterday. 

  Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina will hold a bilateral meeting with her Indian Counterpart Narendra Modi in New Delhi today to 

discuss ways to take the relations between Bangladesh and India to the next trajectory. The two sides at the meeting to be held at the 

Hyderabad House will give much importance to trade and connectivity apart from focusing on all bilateral issues. The water-sharing of 

common rivers, Rohingya repatriation and investment issues are also likely to be discussed during the meeting. Prime Minister Sheikh 

Hasina will also meet Indian President Ram Nath Kovind today. 

 Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina sought cooperation of Singapore for speedy repatriation of the forcibly displaced Rohingyas as 

Singaporean Deputy Prime Minister Heng Swee Keat called on her in New Delhi yesterday. Singapore can play a significant role for 

quick repatriation of Rohingyas as Singapore has various engagements with Myanmar, the Premier said. The Singaporean Deputy Prime 

Minister while exchanging views praised the massive socio-economic development of Bangladesh under the dynamic leadership of Prime 

Minister Sheikh Hasina.  

 State Minister for Power, Energy and Mineral Resources Nasrul Hamid while meeting the President of World Economic Forum 

Borge Brende at Hotel Taj Palace in New Delhi yesterday said, Bangladesh has so far installed 52 lac Solar Home System generating 

370.55 MW power from solar and achieved top position in the world. State Minister for ICT Zunaid Ahmed Palak speaking at a 

discussion at India Economic Summit-2019 at the same venue yesterday said, the incredible power Artificial Intelligence (AI) can 

transform the society. He said, the ICT Division of Bangladesh has prepared a preliminary draft of the national strategy for AI. New 

curriculums are being prepared to get the students ready for the new technologies of the fourth industrial revolution.    

 Road Transport and Bridges Minister Obaidul Quader while visiting construction work of Dhaka-Tangail 4-lane highways at 

Kaliakoir in Gazipur yesterday said,  ongoing cleansing drives of the government will not lax at any cost as the Prime Minister has given 

such directives before going to Delhi. The Minister also said, lists of offenders across the country are in hand of Prime Minister Sheikh 

Hasina and none will be spared. Information Minister Dr. Hasan Mahmud addressing the closing session of an art exhibition marking  

birth anniversary of Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina arranged by the Hashumoni’s Pathsala at the National Museum in Dhaka yesterday 

said, Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina endears the people as the cornerstone of her politics. The country is witnessing a remarkable progress 

entailing welfare-oriented endeavors under her charismatic leadership.  

 Bangladesh will provide knowledge support for the digitization process of the Fiji Islands in South Pacific Ocean, said 

Telecommunications Minister Mustafa Jabbar while talking to media as the islands' government has sought support from Bangladesh in 

the field of telecommunications and information technology. Fijian Minister for Economy Aiyaz Sayed-Khaiyum called on Bangladesh 

Telecom Minister Mustafa Jabbar on the sideline of the council and annual meeting of Commonwealth Telecommunication Organisation 

concluded in Dhaka on Thursday. Media reports said, some 130 Bangladeshi workers were sent back home from Saudi Arabia on 

Thursday night amid a crackdown on undocumented workers. Some of the workers who returned home last night, alleged that workers 

who have legal documents are also being detained by the Saudi police. By-poll in Rangpur 3 parliamentary constituency is being held 

today. The Election Commission has built up a four-tier security blanket and completed all the preparations for conducting the poll. 
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